Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

First Quarter 2020: Daniel
Lesson 7 “From the Lions’ Den to the Angel’s Den”

Read for this week’s study

Daniel 6; 1

Samuel 18:6-9; Matthew 6:6; Acts 5:27—-32; Mark 6:14-29; Hebrews 11:35-38.

Memory Text

“So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the
kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any
error or fault found in him” (Daniel 6:4, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

Jealous Souls

The Plot Against Daniel
Daniel’s Prayer

In the Lions’ Den
Vindication

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“Daniel’s experience with persecution serves as a paradigm for God’s people in the
time of the end. The story does not imply that God’s people will be spared from
trials and suffering. What it does guarantee is that, in the conflict with evil, good will
ultimately win out, and God ultimately will vindicate His people.” (Sabbath
afternoon)

A new empire took over Babylon, yet Daniel emerged from the crowd and
distinguished himself as a person of unique character. He was so special that soon
the other young princes started to be jealous of him, and their jealousy soon turned
into hatred. Why is it so important to learn how to deal properly with our emotions?

Daniel’s professional colleagues plot his downfall. The young princes worked to
undermine Daniel’s power, even to destroy him by finding some flaw in his
character, some skeleton in his closet. They finally realized, “We will never find any
basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law
of his God.” (6:5)
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4, Faithfulness involves what you do and who you are. Faithfulness means that who
you are on the outside reflects who you are on the inside. Faithfulness means inner
commitment to God is reflected in outer service for God and others.

5. Only dead fish swim with the current! How can one develop skills to look at all the
facts, determine the wisest course, and not be afraid to swim against the current?

6. Life is a search for certainty. Religion is meant to be a stabilizing factor in life. It is
often tempting to come up with “laws that cannot be revoked”. But instead of
bringing stability, they can easily become a factor of oppression. How is that
experience repeated throughout the centuries in different civilizations and religions?

7. The king failed to investigate the motivation behind the proposal, perhaps because it
stroked his ego. How is a lack of due diligence damaging to both civil society and
churches? What can be done to minimize its effects?

8. In chapter 6, Daniel takes no precaution to hide or disguise his prayer life or to
change his devotional habits during those critical thirty days. What lesson(s) can we
take from this? What steps can we take to help us be aware of any filters and/or
biases in our thinking that may distort what we see in the passage and block what
we are supposed to learn from it?

9. Often it takes more courage to live for the Lord than to die for the Lord.
Stubbornness may be enough to be a martyr. To be a saint who is a great blessing to
others, we need wisdom and balance. How do we achieve that and avoid dangerous
rationalization of our behavior(s)? How is this connected with stages of faith?

10. Daniel 6 comes back to the theme of deliverance (cf. ch. 3:15,17,28,29 vs.
6:16,20,27). What is the significance of the angel of the Lord (6:21 cf. Exodus 3:2-4;
Judges 6:12-14). Also Daniel 4 anticipates Daniel 7, and chapters 1-6 anticipate
chapter 7.

11. What is the main message you have derived from studying Daniel 1-6? What
relevance does it have for your spiritual life, or for the life of the church?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Looking to the past when there once was peace, a crisis of distrust broke out in God’s family.
And thus sin entered our universe for the first time. For as God explained to Moses when he
disobeyed him and smote the rock, sin in its essence is a breach, a breakdown of trust. We all
know the story if we’ve ever read the Bible through. But moved by jealousy and pride, the most
brilliant of all God’s creatures—the one pictured in Ezekiel as standing in the very presence of
God; the one pictured in Isaiah as knowing God so well that he went forth from the presence of
God bearing light and truth to his fellow angels; (and that’s why he was given the name Lucifer,
which means bearer of light, teacher of truth—that’s one of the names of Jesus Christ himself).
But this brilliant, most trusted, even revered angel, set out to undermine trust in God by

Study Collection Prepared June, 2019 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 2



circulating misinformation and lies about our heavenly Father. And thus he became—not a
bearer of light and a teacher of truth, but a bearer of lies, even The Adversary. And the name
that means adversary is Satan. You can see why we shouldn’t call him Lucifer any longer. He no
longer bears light, but lies. His real name is Satan—the opponent, the adversary. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #1, “The Conflict in God’s
Family” recorded January, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/1IMMCAG

Now surely there are serious questions we, too, could ask in these modern times about our
God. You think of the accidents that happen, sometimes to the best people among us. Could
you name a few? Is it that the guardian angels are beginning to relax their protection? Serious
questions about God often arise in a great medical center like this. Why is it that God
sometimes does not heal his trusting friends, even though we ask him to? | believe that God, as
we know him, might well say to us, “Trust me. | can’t explain it to you just now. | hope you trust
me enough to be willing to wait for the day when | can make it plain to you. | hope you have
found enough evidence and enough reason for trusting me that much. Besides, you know |
would never allow you to be tried and tested more than you are able to bear.” You remember,
later Paul gave that explanation in 1 Corinthians 10:13: “God can be depended on not to let you
be tried beyond your strength.” (Goodspeed)

Then God might go on to say, “You also know, that in all things | work for your good among
those of you who love me and let me do it.”

So Paul said in Romans 8:28: “We know that in all things God works for good.” That’s the
correct way to translate that verse. It is not, “Don’t worry, everything’s going to be all right”.
The word God should be early in the verse. “We know that in all things God works for good [it
isn’t just good luck] with those who love him.” (GNB) {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, Conversations About God, #15, “Talking to God as a Friend” recorded May, 1984, Loma
Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct link: http://pkp.cc/15MMCAG

Lou: But to turn that the other way, there are those who express real concern that when you
are praying, for example, for someone who is very seriously ill, a loved one that you very much
want to be healed, that it's somehow an expression of a lack of faith, to, after you’ve said,
“Lord, please heal my mother or my child,” then to say, “Nevertheless, thy will be done.”
Wouldn’t it be more trusting to just say, “Lord, heal. | believe you are going to.”

Graham: Because we want to tell him what to do. It would seem to me, it shows much more
trust to say, “God, you know what is best, and you do that for this person.”
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Lou: You’re saying then that it’s perfectly all right to express my will very forcibly, | mean, to tell
God exactly what | want.

Graham: Or I’'m not telling the truth. | want this person to be well. This is my mother. Please
make her well.

Lou: But then is that a lack of trust?
Graham: “Thy will be done” is much more trust.
Lou: Not a lack of faith.

Graham: No, and I love it when the person you are praying for says, “Look, you don’t have to
dictate to God. He doesn’t have to heal me for me to trust him. I’'m willing for him to do
whatever is best, and you may pray that way.” And you know from experience, isn’t it easy to
pray around the bedside when the patient, someone you love especially, trusts God like that.
I’ve had many, many experiences like that. It is very moving.

Lou: That’s true. But now let’s get down to even more practical matters. Does it do any good to
pray for a safe trip? I've had some friends who were very faithful in this, and | frankly try to be
as well. But what about this: say, if you were going to head out on a trip, does it really do any
good if you pray “Thy will be done?” and you have an accident, then do you assume that well,
that was what God had in mind on that trip?

Graham: | think again it’'s committing ourselves into God’s hands and also praying, “God, help
me to drive more carefully. Help me to be more alert. And Lord, whatever comes out of this, |

III

have confidence that all will be well.” Some people die on the way to campmeeting or church
and they awaken in the resurrection and here is all the good of the hereafter awaiting them.
And they say, “Wait a minute, Lord. Am | in the kingdom? This isn’t what | wanted.” The Lord
would say, “Aren’t you really happy to be here?” God guarantees to take care of us, but he
doesn’t say, “No trouble, no sickness, no accidents on this planet.” This is a dangerous place to

live.

Lou: You’re not saying then that God planned an accident and that he had that all set up, if
something like that should happen. He’s not that kind of Lord.

Graham: He could step in, though, at any time, but he doesn’t. He could. He’s trying to say
something about the order and the results of disorder, and there’s an enemy abroad, and he
hopes we will bear with him and wait. And then, when we look back over all this, we would not
wish to have been led in any other way. So he hopes we trust him enough for that. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #15 with Lou Venden,
“Talking to God as a Friend” recorded May, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/15MMCAG

Study Collection Prepared June, 2019 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 4



Further Study with Ellen White

Heaven is very near those who suffer for righteousness’ sake. Christ identifies His interests with
the interests of His faithful people; He suffers in the person of His saints, and whoever touches
His chosen ones touches Him. The power that is near to deliver from physical harm or distress is
also near to save from the greater evil, making it possible for the servant of God to maintain his
integrity under all circumstances, and to triumph through divine grace. {PK 545.3}

Connected with Christ, human nature becomes true and pure. Christ supplies the efficiency,
and man becomes a power for good. . . . Truthfulness and integrity are attributes of God, and
he who possesses these qualities possesses a power that is invincible. {HP 179.6}

Satan had excited sympathy in his favor by representing that God had dealt unjustly with him in
bestowing supreme honor upon Christ. Before he was sentenced to banishment from Heaven,
his course was with convincing clearness shown to be wrong, and he was granted an
opportunity to confess his sin, and submit to God’s authority as just and righteous. But he
chose to carry his points at all hazards. To sustain his charge of God’s injustice toward him, he
resorted to misrepresentation, even of the words and acts of the Creator. {4SP 319.1}

Here, for a time, Satan had the advantage; and he exulted in his arrogated superiority, in this
one respect, to the angels of Heaven, and even to God himself. While Satan can employ fraud
and sophistry to accomplish his objects, God cannot lie; while Lucifer, like the serpent, can
choose a tortuous course, turning, twisting, gliding, to conceal himself, God moves only in a
direct, straight-forward line. Satan had disguised himself in a cloak of falsehood, and for a time
it was impossible to tear off the covering, so that the hideous deformity of his character could
be seen. He must be left to reveal himself in his cruel, artful, wicked works. {4SP 319.2}

While slander may blacken the reputation, it cannot stain the character. That is in God’s
keeping. So long as we do not consent to sin, there is no power, whether human or satanic, that
can bring a stain upon the soul. A man whose heart is stayed upon God is just the same in the
hour of his most afflicting trials and most discouraging surroundings as when he was in
prosperity, when the light and favor of God seemed to be upon him. His words, his motives, his
actions, may be misrepresented and falsified, but he does not mind it, because he has greater
interests at stake. Like Moses, he endures as “seeing Him who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:27);
looking “not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen” (2 Corinthians
4:18). {MB 32.2}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy
Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and
purify our hearts. . .. There is no limit to the usefulness of the one who, putting self aside,
makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart and lives a life wholly consecrated
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to God. . .. Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers
unto the end. {ML 37.4}

God has provided divine assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are
unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance,
to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts. He provides opportunities and opens channels of
working. If His people are watching the indications of His providence, and are ready to co-
operate with Him, they will see mighty results. {PK 660.3}

Every temptation resisted, every trial bravely borne, gives us a new experience and advances us
in the work of character building. The soul that through divine power resists temptation reveals
to the world and to the heavenly universe the efficiency of the grace of Christ. {MB 117.1}

We may commune with God in our hearts; we may walk in companionship with Christ. When
engaged in our daily labor, we may breathe out our heart’s desire, inaudible to any human ear;
but that word cannot die away into silence, nor can it be lost. Nothing can drown the soul’s
desire. It rises above the din of the street, above the noise of machinery. It is God to whom we
are speaking, and our prayer is heard. {GW 258.2}

Ask, then; ask, and ye shall receive. Ask for humility, wisdom, courage, increase of faith. To
every sincere prayer an answer will come. It may not come just as you desire, or at the time you
look for it; but it will come in the way and at the time that will best meet your need. The
prayers you offer in loneliness, in weariness, in trial, God answers, not always according to your
expectations, but always for your good. {GW 258.3}

If we surrender our lives to His service, we can never be placed in a position for which God has
not made provision. Whatever may be our situation, we have a Guide to direct our way;
whatever our perplexities, we have a sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or
loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend. If in our ignorance we make missteps, Christ does
not leave us. His voice, clear and distinct, is heard saying, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the
Life.” John 14:6. “He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no
helper.” Psalm 72:12. {COL 173.1}

The Lord declares that He will be honored by those who draw nigh to Him, who faithfully do His
service. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he
trusteth in Thee.” Isaiah 26:3. The arm of Omnipotence is outstretched to lead us onward and
still onward. Go forward, the Lord says; | will send you help. It is for My name’s glory that you
ask, and you shall receive. | will be honored before those who are watching for your failure.
They shall see My word triumph gloriously. “All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive.” Matthew 21:22. {COL 173.2}

Those who surrender their lives to His guidance and to His service will never be placed in a
position for which He has not made provision. Whatever our situation, if we are doers of His
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word, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexity, we have a sure Counselor;
whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend. {MH 248.2}

In the secret place of prayer, where no eye but God’s can see, no ear but His can hear, we may
pour out our most hidden desires and longings to the Father of infinite pity, and in the hush and
silence of the soul that voice which never fails to answer the cry of human need will speak to
our hearts. {MB 84.3}

Satan is constantly urging men to accept his principles. Thus he seeks to counterwork the work
of God. He is constantly representing the chosen people of God as a deluded people. He is an
accuser of the brethren, and his accusing power he is constantly using against those who work
righteousness. The Lord desires through His people to answer Satan’s charges by showing the
result of obedience to right principles. {6T 11.2}

But when we give ourselves wholly to God and in our work follow His directions, He makes
Himself responsible for its accomplishment. He would not have us conjecture as to the success
of our honest endeavors. Not once should we even think of failure. We are to co-operate with
One who knows no failure. {COL 363.1}

God desires us to reach the standard of perfection made possible for us by the gift of Christ. He
calls upon us to make our choice on the right side, to connect with heavenly agencies, to adopt
principles that will restore in us the divine image. In His written Word and in the great book of
nature He has revealed the principles of life. It is our work to obtain a knowledge of these
principles, and by obedience to cooperate with Him in restoring health to the body as well as to
the soul. . .. {AG 103.5}

To the heart that has become purified, all is changed. . . . The Spirit of God produces a new life
in the soul, bringing the thoughts and desires into obedience to the will of Christ; and the
inward man is renewed in the image of God. Weak and erring men and women show to the
world that the redeeming power of grace can cause the faulty character to develop into
symmetry and abundant fruitfulness. {AG 103.7}

But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The
law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of
love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are
renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of
God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is
renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, “I will
put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will | write them.” Hebrews 10:16. And if the
law is written in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience—the service and allegiance of
love—is the true sign of discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, “This is the love of God, that we
keep His commandments.” “He that saith, | know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is
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a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is
faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render
obedience. {SC 60.2}

In calling them to His service, God offers them freedom. Obedience to God is liberty from the
thralldom of sin, deliverance from human passion and impulse. {TM 247.1}

But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan rebelled against the
law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels almost as an awakening to
something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as servants, but as sons. There is
perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is to them no drudgery. Love for God
makes their service a joy. {MB 109.2}

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He
will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into
conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses.
The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing His service. When we know
God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life of continual obedience. {DA 668.3}

A guardian angel is appointed to every follower of Christ. These heavenly watchers shield the
righteous from the power of the wicked one. This Satan himself recognized when he said: “Doth
Job fear God for nought? Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he hath on every side?” Job 1:9, 10. ... The angels appointed to minister to the
children of God have at all times access to His presence. {GC 512.2}

Though enemies may thrust them into prison, yet dungeon walls cannot cut off the
communication between their souls and Christ. One who sees their every weakness, who is
acquainted with every trial, is above all earthly powers; and angels will come to them in lonely
cells, bringing light and peace from heaven. The prison will be as a palace; for the rich in faith
dwell there, and the gloomy walls will be lighted up with heavenly light as when Paul and Silas
prayed and sang praises at midnight in the Philippian dungeon. {GC 627.1}

Though no miraculous deliverance was granted John, he was not forsaken. He had always the
companionship of heavenly angels, who opened to him the prophecies concerning Christ, and
the precious promises of Scripture. These were his stay, as they were to be the stay of God’s
people through the coming ages. To John the Baptist, as to those that came after him, was
given the assurance, “Lo, | am with you all the days, even unto the end.” Matthew 28:20, R. V.,
margin. {DA 224.4}

Only by faithfulness in the little things can the soul be trained to act with fidelity under larger
responsibilities. God brought Daniel and his fellows into connection with the great men of
Babylon, that these heathen men might become acquainted with the principles of true religion.
In the midst of a nation of idolaters, Daniel was to represent the character of God. How did he
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become fitted for a position of so great trust and honor? It was his faithfulness in the little
things that gave complexion to his whole life. He honored God in the smallest duties, and the
Lord co-operated with him. To Daniel and his companions God gave “knowledge and skill in all
learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.” Daniel 1:17.
{COL 356.3}

To Him alone who knows the secret springs of action, and who deals tenderly and
compassionately, is it given to decide the case of every soul. {MB 124.1}

Through the plan of salvation, a larger purpose is to be wrought out even than the salvation of
man and the redemption of the earth. Through the revelation of the character of God in Christ,
the beneficence of the divine government would be manifested before the universe, the charge
of Satan refuted, the nature and result of sin made plain, and the perpetuity of the law fully
demonstrated. {ST, December 22, 1914 par. 4}

Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He
sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win
their homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for
self-exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he
deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust
His goodness. Because God is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look
upon Him as severe and unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God,
and the night of woe settled down upon the world. {DA 21.3}

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of
God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love
Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one
Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God
could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with
healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1}

It was by deception that Satan seduced angels; thus he has in all ages carried forward his work
among men, and he will continue this policy to the last. Should he openly profess to be warring
against God and His law, men would beware; but he disguises himself, and mixes truth with
error. The most dangerous falsehoods are those that are mingled with truth. It is thus that
errors are received that captivate and ruin the soul. By this means Satan carries the world with
him. But a day is coming when his triumph will be forever ended. {PP 338.3}
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God’s dealings with rebellion will result in fully unmasking the work that has so long been
carried on under cover. The results of Satan’s rule, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes,
will be laid open to the view of all created intelligences. The law of God will stand fully
vindicated. It will be seen that all the dealings of God have been conducted with reference to
the eternal good of His people, and the good of all the worlds that He has created. Satan
himself, in the presence of the witnessing universe, will confess the justice of God’s
government and the righteousness of His law. {PP 338.4}

Every question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy has now been made plain.
The results of rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have been laid open to
the view of all created intelligences. The working out of Satan’s rule in contrast with the
government of God has been presented to the whole universe. Satan’s own works have
condemned him. God’s wisdom, His justice, and His goodness stand fully vindicated. It is seen
that all His dealings in the great controversy have been conducted with respect to the eternal
good of His people and the good of all the worlds that He has created. “All Thy works shall
praise Thee, O Lord; and Thy saints shall bless Thee.” Psalm 145:10. The history of sin will stand
to all eternity as a witness that with the existence of God’s law is bound up the happiness of all
the beings He has created. With all the facts of the great controversy in view, the whole
universe, both loyal and rebellious, with one accord declare: “Just and true are Thy ways, Thou
King of saints.” {GC 670.3}

All come forth from their graves the same in stature as when they entered the tomb. Adam,
who stands among the risen throng, is of lofty height and majestic form, in stature but little
below the Son of God. He presents a marked contrast to the people of later generations; in this
one respect is shown the great degeneracy of the race. But all arise with the freshness and vigor
of eternal youth. In the beginning, man was created in the likeness of God, not only in
character, but in form and feature. Sin defaced and almost obliterated the divine image; but
Christ came to restore that which had been lost. He will change our vile bodies and fashion
them like unto His glorious body. The mortal, corruptible form, devoid of comeliness, once
polluted with sin, becomes perfect, beautiful, and immortal. All blemishes and deformities are
left in the grave. Restored to the tree of life in the long-lost Eden, the redeemed will “grow up”
(Malachi 4:2) to the full stature of the race in its primeval glory. The last lingering traces of the
curse of sin will be removed, and Christ’s faithful ones will appear in “the beauty of the Lord our
God,” in mind and soul and body reflecting the perfect image of their Lord. Oh, wonderful
redemption! long talked of, long hoped for, contemplated with eager anticipation, but never
fully understood. {GC 644.3}

The living righteous are changed “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” At the voice of God
they were glorified; now they are made immortal and with the risen saints are caught up to
meet their Lord in the air. Angels “gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end
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of heaven to the other.” Little children are borne by holy angels to their mothers’ arms. Friends
long separated by death are united, nevermore to part, and with songs of gladness ascend
together to the City of God. {GC 645.1}

The mystery of the cross explains all other mysteries. In the light that streams from Calvary the
attributes of God which had filled us with fear and awe appear beautiful and attractive. Mercy,
tenderness, and parental love are seen to blend with holiness, justice, and power. While we
behold the majesty of His throne, high and lifted up, we see His character in its gracious
manifestations, and comprehend, as never before, the significance of that endearing title, “Our
Father.” {GC 652.1}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the Day of
Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. To all who have accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, the
Holy Spirit has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide, and witness. The more closely believers
have walked with God, the more clearly and powerfully have they testified of their Redeemer’s
love and of His saving grace. The men and women who through the long centuries of
persecution and trial enjoyed a large measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have
stood as signs and wonders in the world. Before angels and men they have revealed the
transforming power of redeeming love. {AA 49.2}

Our Lord Jesus Christ came to this world as the unwearied servant of man’s necessity. He “took
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses,” that He might minister to every need of humanity.
Matthew 8:17. The burden of disease and wretchedness and sin He came to remove. It was His
mission to bring to men complete restoration; He came to give them health and peace and
perfection of character. {MH 17.1}

Through the gospel, souls that are degraded and enslaved by Satan are to be redeemed to
share the glorious liberty of the sons of God. God’s purpose is not merely to deliver from the
suffering that is the inevitable result of sin, but to save from sin itself. The soul, corrupted and
deformed, is to be purified, transformed, that it may be clothed in “the beauty of the Lord our
God,” “conformed to the image of His Son.” “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”
Psalm 90:17; Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 2:9. Eternity alone can reveal the glorious destiny to
which man, restored to God’s image, may attain. {MB 60.3}

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means that sin is taken away,
and that the vacuum is filled with the Spirit. It means that the mind is divinely illumined, that
the heart is emptied of self, and filled with the presence of Christ. {OHC 154.5}
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Christ undertook to redeem man and to rescue the world from the grasp of Satan. The great
controversy begun in heaven was to be decided in the very world, on the very same field, that
Satan claimed as his. {PP 69.2}

Jesus came to restore in man the image of his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the
character that has been ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled the
will. {FLB 142.2}

The Lord Jesus is making experiments on human hearts through the exhibition of His mercy and
abundant grace. He is effecting transformations so amazing that Satan, with all his triumphant
boasting, with all his confederacy of evil united against God and the laws of His government,
stands viewing them as a fortress impregnable to his sophistries and delusions. They are to him
an incomprehensible mystery. The angels of God, seraphim and cherubim, the powers
commissioned to cooperate with human agencies, look on with astonishment and joy, that
fallen men, once children of wrath, are through the training of Christ developing characters
after the divine similitude, to be sons and daughters of God, to act an important part in the
occupations and pleasures of heaven. {FLB 142.3}

The Spirit of Christ, working upon the heart conforms it to His image; for Christ is the model
upon which the Spirit works. By the ministry of His Word, by His providences, by His inward
working, God stamps the likeness of Christ upon the soul. {TDG 46.5}

Through the gospel, souls that are degraded and enslaved by Satan are to be redeemed to
share the glorious liberty of the sons of God. God’s purpose is not merely to deliver from the
suffering that is the inevitable result of sin, but to save from sin itself. The soul, corrupted and
deformed, is to be purified, transformed, that it may be clothed in “the beauty of the Lord our
God,” “conformed to the image of His Son.” “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”
Psalm 90:17; Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 2:9. Eternity alone can reveal the glorious destiny to
which man, restored to God’s image, may attain. {MB 60.3}
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